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THE INCOMPARABLE SIDDONS

scath from 'praise/ and a certain impairment from 'money.'
One fancies that the Grand Old Sentimentalist spoke while
still under the soft memory of the lady's beauty, and his own
felicity of compliment, when, apologising for Frank Barber's
momentary inability to offer her a chair unencumbered by
books, he said, " Madam, you who so often occasion a want
of seats to other people, will the more easily excuse the
want of one yourself."

It is told that our heroine was so inebriated with the incense
burnt by Irish great ladies and the Lord Lieutenant (who was
an English Duke) that she grew more than a little uppish
towards any humbler people who ventured to approach with
their small joss-sticks. One conte, palpably founded on a
general impression, describes her stonily refusing sittings to
Robert Home, then a Dublin portrait painter, on the plea that
she hardly had time to sit to Reynolds, and then proceeding to
box the man's ears (this detail is not ben trovato) because he
riposted by saying he should be able to live without painting
her. Another story describes poor ' Sid' telling the wife of a
merchant who was entertaining him and Kemble at dinner, that,
though he should like to further her wish to be introduced to
Mrs. Siddons, he did (not know how to break such a matter to
her.' " This anecdote," artlessly adds the ' Theatrical Portrait'
in the European Magazine, September, 1783, whence I glean it,
"is-not fabricated."

Owing, partly, to her rapid success and fashionable following,
partly to her uncomplaisant character, Mrs. Sidclons had, at this
time, a considerable number of theatrical enemies, hissing
detraction. " I have paid severely for my eminence," she said.
The public need never have known much that was mis-
representation, and something, too, that, in her own behaviour,
was regrettable, had it not been that hers was peculiarly a period
in which newspaper editors went avidly scavenging for material
suggested by malice. The most rancorous things ever printed
concerning Mrs. Siddons are to be found in the theatrical
paragraphs of the European Magazine,

She herself attributed the cloud of unpopularity that, more
or less, hung over her during the latter half of 1784 to her
Irish Manager, Daly, in the first instance. Daly was

 most remarkable facts about her psychological history,
